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Depot Theatre Academy launches 'Hadestown:
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This intriguing and beautiful folk opera
delivers a deeply resonant and defiantly
hopeful theatrical experience. Following
two intertwining love stories — that of
young dreamers Orpheus and Eurydice
and that of immortal King Hades and lady
Persephone — “Hadestown” invites
audiences on a hell-raising journey to the
underworld and back. Inspired by
traditions of classic American folk music
and vintage New Orleans jazz, Anais
Mitchell’s beguiling sung-through musical
pits industry against nature, doubt against
faith and fear against love.

“Hadestown: Teen Edition” is a full-length
adaptation, modified for performance by
teen actors for family audiences. Changes
made for the Teen Edition include:

— Adjusted vocal arrangements to better
accommodate teen voices, including
modified Fates features and transposed
keys.

— Original five-member Worker chorus
converted into a flexible and expandable
SATB Worker chorus.

— Removal of stage action and language
related to substance abuse and sexual

references.

— Suggested dialogue and music
adjustments for productions utilizing
performance tracks.

— “Our Lady of the Underground,”
“Nothing Changes” and “We Raise Our
Cups” approved as optional cuts for
productions utilizing tracks or requiring a
shorter run time.

— Synopsis via Concord Theatricals
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WESTPORT — This June, young performers from across the North Country will step

into myth, music and storytelling as the Depot Theatre Academy opens the summer
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season with "Hadestown: Teen Edition."

Presented in the Depot Theatre’s historic 1876 train station in Westport, the

production brings together a cast of student performers from throughout the region,
many of whom auditioned from communities across the Adirondacks and Champlain
Valley.

Part folk opera, part retelling of the ancient Orpheus and Eurydice myth,
"Hadestown: Teen Edition,” written by Anais Mitchell, explores themes of hope,
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jazz, blues and New Orleans-inspired rhythms.

For the Depot Theatre Academy, the production also reflects a growing investment
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in youth arts opportunities in rural communities.

Earlier this year, the academy launched an expanded partnership with Cornell
Cooperative Extension of Essex County’s 4-H program focused on communication,
creativity, mentorship and hands-on learning experiences for local students.
O No
“This project has become much bigger than simply putting on a musical,” Gigi
Mason, director of the Depot Theatre Academy, said in a press release. “It’s about
creating space for young people to take artistic risks, work together and experience
what it feels like to build something ambitious as a community.”

Rehearsals are already underway, filling the Depot Theatre with music,
choreography, scenic construction and the energy of a summer season coming to
life.

The production has also received encouragement from members of the Broadway
"Hadestown" artistic community, adding an extra layer of excitement for the young
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WHAT: “Hadestown: Teen Edition”

WHERE: Depot Theatre, 6705 Main St.
Westport

WHEN: June 4, 7 p.m.; June 6, 2 p.m. and 7
p.m.;June 7,3 p.m.; June 11, 7 p.m.; June
12,7 p.m,; June 13, 7 p.m.; June 14, 3 p.m.

cast as they prepare to bring their own interpretation to the stage.

Performances of "Hadestown: Teen Edition" run June 4-14 at the Depot Theatre in
Westport.

For tickets and information, visit depottheatre.org/academy-main.
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